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Introduction
The Department of Justice is prosecuting today a motley crew of
small-time would-be Fascist fuehrers in the current trial being conducted
in Washington, D. c. The 30-odd defendants are a prize assortment of
human scum: purveyors of race bigotry, anti-Semites, labor-baiters, and
thrown in for good measure, several adherents of the Nazi GermanAmerican Bund. The public show trial of this riffraff has already been
hailed by the muddle-headed liberals as well as the Stalinist finks, as an
authentic fight against Fascism.
The writings of Leon Trotsky on Fascism, included in this pamphlet,
prove that the present show trial of the Roosevelt administration, far
from constituting a fight against Fascism, is merely empty, theatrical
bombast. Its only effect can be to divert attention from the real nature
of Fascism and the genuine struggle against it.
How pathetic is the stand of the liberals and the labor bureaucrats!
These hopeless confusionists repeat word fOor word the arguments of
their counterparts in Germany and Italy after the last World War.
To ~ally struggle against the organizers of Fascism, that is, those
who finance it, contrOoI it and set the Fascist movement into motiOon,
one would have to struggle against the Fords, the duPonts, the, Girdlers
and Averys. To render really powerless these forces, one must destroy
the capitalist system which gives them strength. At a 'certain stage,
when the capitalist plutocrats feel their control, their privileges and rule
menaced, when they fear for the capitalist system, they will attempt to
set into motion the despairing middle classes against the labor movement in order to impose on the American people a bloody Fascist
dictatorship.
We saw a preview on a minor scale of what Fascism really represents
and how and by whom it is organized during .the Little Steel Strike
in 1937. We saw vigilante gangs made up of pool room toughs and
the scum of the cities organized throughout Ohio, Pennsylvania and
lower Michigan. Under demagogic programs, clothed with the ~uthority
of the law or tolerated by the police, these gangs went out clubs in
5

hand to smash the labor organizations and guarantee the autocratic
rule of the steel corporations. Who were the real inspirers of these
Fascist-like vigilante gangs? The small fry leaders in Massilon, Canton
or Kent? No, the leaders were the heads of the Republic and Bethlehem
Steel Corporations and behind them the Wall Street bankers. What
would you say of a campaign to bring to justice the perpetrators of
these crimes, if the local toughie of Kent, Ohio, was brought to trial
but Girdler's name was not even mentioned. Such a trial is called a
whitewash.

Liberals and Reformists Disarm Workers
People who advocate reliance on the capitalist government to eradicate the menace of Fascism, whether because of ignorance, confusion
or deliberate betrayal, only play into the hands of the Fascists. That
is exactly how the liberals and reformists of Italy helped Mussolini
in his fight for power. They relied on the democratic capitalist politicians, Giolitti, Bonomi and Facta and finally even on King Victor
Emmanuel to stop Fascism. But at the critical moment, when the decisive section of the Italian capitalist 'class threw its weight behind the
Fa.scist movement, the King invited the Fascists to take power. The same
process occurred ten years later in Germany. The liberals and reformists,
who banked on President Hindenburg to stop the Fascist drive for
power, only disarmed the workers and discovered at the moment of
supreme crisis, when the German monopolists decided to throw their
weight behind the Nazis, that it was Hindenburg himself who invited
Hitler to take over the Chancellorship.
.
It is well to recall that trials similar to the present one in Washington
were conducted many times in Germany, in the years prior to Hitler's
advent to power. With what re~ults? The laws and decrees, passed
ostensibly to curb the Fascists, were invariably used by the capitalist
governments to hound and harass the labor movement, to weaken it
and deprive it of its fighting powers.
In the. present trial although the government has stated that it intends to prove direct complicity between the defendants and the Nazis,
it has brought to trial the 30 defendants under the notorious Smith
«Gag" Act-the vicious anti-democratic law, condemned by the whole
labor movement, under which 18 Trotskyists and trade union leaders
have already been framed and are serving prison sentences. Thus in
the very course of its spurious theatrical fight against the Fascists, the
6

government is already seeking to disarm the opposition of the labor
movement to the Smith ttGag" Act-a law which has been used against
labor once and will, if allowed to stand, be used against the labor
movement, again and again.
ttUnder conditions of a capitalist regime," once wrote Trotsky, ttall
curtailment of political rights and freedoms, no matter against whom
they may originally be directed, in the end inevitably fall with all their
weight on the working class-especially on its most advanced elements.
Such is the historic law. The workers themselves must learn to distinguish their enemies from their friends."

Who Are the American Fascists?
In the course of his speaking junket on the west coast in February
1944, Vice-President Wallace denounced the ttWall Street stooges"
who ttbelieve that Wall Street comes first and the country second."
He then hurled the accusation that American Fascists ttat this very
moment" were ttdesperately striving" to control the delegates to the
Democratic and Republican Party conventions.
The N. Y. Times, watchdog for the American plutocracy, immediately jumped to attention and sharply called Wallace to account. It
demanded to know ttWho are the American Fascists? If they exist,
Mr. Wallace should present us with their names and with concrete
evidence against them. . . . Fascism grows as a mass movement that
establishes its own private armies. Where, except perhaps among a
handful of isolated crackpots and illiterate wearers of colored shirts,
does Wallace find any of these opinions and actions in America today?"
Wallace, of course, is either unable or unwilling to meet this challenge. In a long article, printed in the April 9 issue of the N. Y. Times
Magazine, he flounders and threshes about, tilts at windmills, talks of
ttfascist temperament" and attempts to reduce the problem of Fascism
to a psychological one.
ttIf we define an American Fascist as one who in case of conflict puts
money and power ahead of human beings, then there are undoubtedly
several million Fascists in the United States," he says. Wallace thereupon
proceeds to the discovery that Fascism ttmay be encountered in Wall
Street, Main Street or Tobacco Road."
All these generalities take us no closer to a solution of the problem
than we were before. Wallace will not or cannot get down to brass
tacks on the question of Fascism. This is hardly surprising. To really
7

explain Fascism, Wallace would have to explain that Fascism arises
out of the capitalist system itself and is, in the period of crisis, backed
by the leading capitalist circles.
It is true that Fascism is a mass movement and does establish its own
private armies. It is also true that no such mass movement exists as
yet in the United States. We are still in the period of relative stability
of the capitalist government in this country. We see today merely the
incipient tendencies of Fascism.

The Social Crisis
The whole basis of Fascism arises out of the decomposition and decay
of capitalism. In a period of social crisis, where millions are unemployed and hungry, great sections of the population seek a leadership
which will show them a way out of the blind alley of capitalism. All
the normal, middle-of-the-road parties of capitalism tend to disintegrate. The workers' parties which stand on the program of the abolition
of capitalism and espouse a socialist program experience a stormy
growth.
.
The capitalists attempt to utilize the very misery of the masses and
their revolutionary aspirations for a decisive change, to create a mass
movement of the middle classes, and employ it as a praetorian guard
to crush the rising labor movement and to impose a new bloody dictatorshi p over the people.
The Fascist movements of Italy and Germany gained mass support
by demagogically adopting whole sections of the Socialist program.
They proceeded to organize into private armies the unemployed youth,
the despairing war veterans, etc. and used them as a battering ram
against the labor movement. Fascism is thus primarily a middle class
movement in its composition. It is, however, deliberately organized,
financed and controlled by the big capitalists.
It is not this or that "bad" capitalist who turns to Fascism. In the
period of great social crisis when the capitalist class can no longer
rule under traditional, semi-democratic forms, the decisive section of
the capitalist class throws its weight behind the Fascist movement and
lifts up its "man on horseback," in a desperate attempt to save its rule.
So it was in Italy in 1922. So it was in Germany in 1933. The United
States will face the same danger in .the future, when this country is
confronted with the unsolvable social ' crisis of capitalism.
The following excerpts from the writings of Leon Trotsky answer
8

with the greatest precision the question ttWhat Is Fascism" and how
to fight it. Particularly important is that section of Trotsky's writings,
where on the basis of a lifetime study of this problem, Trotsky came
to the conclusion that Fascism can become a sweeping mass movement only in the event that the revolutionary socialist party betrays
the masses or proves incapable of leading them forward to the struggle
for Socialism.
We publish these excerpts from the works of Leon Trotsky with
the hope that labor militants, after reading this pamphlet, wiJI be
inspired to study in a more thoroughgoing fashion the brilliant and
profound writings of Leon Trotsky and thus equip themselves more
fully as leaders and organizers of the working class.

E. R. FRANK
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•

FASCISM
·What is Fascism? The name originated in Italy. Were all the forms
of counter-revolutionary dictatorship Fascist or not? That is to say,
prior to the advent of Fascism .in Italy.
•
The former dictatorship in Spain of Primo de Rivera, 1923-1930,
is called a Fascist dictatorship by the Comintern. Is this correct or not?
We believe that it is incorrect.
The Fascist movement in Italy was a spontaneous movement of large
masses, with new leaders from the rank and .file. It is a plebeian movement in origin, directed ,and financed by big capitalist powers. It issued
forth from the petty bourgeoisie, the slum proletariat and even to a
certain extent, from the proletarian masses; Mussolini, a former socialist, is a "self-made" man arising from this movement.
Primo de Rivera was an aristocrat. He occupied a high military and
bureaucratic post and was chief governor of Catalonia. He accomplished
his overthrow with the aid of state and military forces. The dictatorships of Spain and Italy are two totally different forms of dictatorship.
It is necessary to distinguish between them. Mussolini had difficulty
in reconciling many old military institutions with the Fascist militia.
This problem did not exist for Primo de Rivera.
The movement in Germany is analogous mostly to the Italian. It is
a mass movement, with its leaders employing a great deal of socialist
demagogy. This is necessary for the creation of the mass movement.
The genuine basis (for Fascism) is the petty bourgeoisie. In Italy
it has a very large base-the petty bourgeoisie of the towns and cities,
and the peasantry. In Germany, likewise, there is a large base for
Fascism....
It may be said, and this is true to a certain extent, th,at the new middle
class, the functionaries of the state, the private administrators, etc.,
can constitute such a base. But this is a new question that must be
analyzed....
In order to be capable of foreseeing anything with regard to Fascism,
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it is necessary to have a definition of that idea. What is Fascism? What
are its base, its form, and its characteristics? How will its development
take place? It is necessary to proceed in a scientific and Marxian
manner.
(Extracts from a letter to an English comrade, November 15, 1931.)

How Mussolini Triulllphed
At the moment that the (tnormal" police and military resources of
the bourgeois dictatorship, together with their parliamentary screens,
no longer suffice to hold society in a state of equilibrium-the turn of
the Fascist regime arriv~s. rhrough the Fascist agency, capitalism sets
in motion the masses of the crazed petty bourgeoisie, and bands of
the dec1assed and demoralized lumpenproletariat; all the countless
human beings whom finance capital itself has brought to desperation
and frenzy. From Fascism the bourgeoisie demands a thorough job;
once it has resorted to methods of civil war, it insists on having
peace for a period of years. And the Fascist agency by utilizing the
petty bourgeoisie as a battering ram, by overwhelming all obstacles
in its path, does a thorough job. After Fascism is victorious, finance
capital gathers into its hands, as in a vise of steel, directly and immediately, all the organs and institutions of sovereignty, the executive,
administrative and educational powers of the state: the entire state
apparatus together with the army, the municipalities, the universities,
the schools, the press, the trade unions, and the co-operatives. When
a state turns Fascist, it doesn't mean only that the forms and methods
of government are changed in accordance with the patterns set by
Mussolini-the changes in this sphere ultimately play a minor rolebut it means first of all for the most part, that the workers' organizations
are annihilated; that the proletariat is reduced to an amorphous state;
and that a system of administration is created which penetrates deeply
into the masses and which serves to frustrate the independent crystallization of the proletariat. Therein precisely is the gist of Fascism. . . .
Italian Fascism was the immediate outgrowth of the betrayal by the
reformists of the uprising of the Italian proletariat. From the time
the war ended, there was an upward trend in the revolutionary movement in Italy, and in September 1920, it resulted in the seizure of
factories and industries by the workers. The dictatorship of the proletariat was an actual ' fact; all that was lacking was to organize it,
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and to draw from it all the necessary conclusions. The ·social democracy
took fright, and sprang back. After its bold and heroic exertions, the
proletariat was left facing the void. The disruption of the revolutionary
movement became the most important factor in the growth of Fascism.
In September, the revolutionary advance came to a standstill; and November already witnessed the first major demonstration of the Fascists
(the seizure of Bologna).

Social Democrats Retreat
True, the proletariat, even after the Septe~ber catastrophe was capable of. waging defensive battles. But the social democracy was concerned with only one thing: to withdraw the workers from under the
fire at the cost of one concession after another. The social democracy
hoped that the docile conduct of the workers would restore the upublic
opinion" of the bourgeoisie against the Fascists. Moreover, the reformists even banked strongly upon the help of King Victor Emmanuel.
To the last hour, they restrained the workers with might and main
from giving battle to Mussolini's bands. It availed them nothing.
The crown along with the upper crust of the bourgeoisie swung over
to the side of Fascism. Convinced, at the last moment, that Fascism
was not to be checked by obedience, the social democrats issued a call
to the workers for a general strike. But their proclamation suffered a
fiasco. The reformists had dampered the powder so long, in their fear
lest it should explode, that when they finally with a trembling hand
did apply a burning fuse to it, the powder did not catch.
Two years after its inception, Fascism was in power. It entrenched
itself thanks to the fact that the first period of its overlordship coincided with a favorable economic conjuncture, which followed the
depression of 1921-1922. The Fascists crushed the retreating proletariat
by the onrushing forces of the petty bourgeoisie. But this was not
achieved at a single blow. Even after he assumed power, Mussolini
proceeded on his course with due caution: he lacked as yet ready-made
models. During the first two years, not even the constitution was
altered. The Fascist government took on the character of a coalition.
In the meantime the Fascist bands were busy at work with clubs,
knives and pistols. Only thus was the Fascist government created slowly,
which meant the complete strangulation of all independent mass
organizations.
Mussolini attained this at the cost of bureaucratizing the Fascist
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party itself. After utilizing the forces of the petty bourgeoisie, Fascism
strangled it within the vise of the bourgeois state. He couldn't have
done otherwise, for the disillusionment of the masses he had united
was precipitating itself into the most immediate danger ahead. Fascism,
become bureaucratic, approaches very closely to other forms of military
and police dictatorship. It no longer possesses its former social support. The chief reserve of Fascism-the petty bourgeoisie-had been
depleted. Only historical inertia enables the Fascist government to
keep the proletariat in a state of dispersion and helplessness·.
(From What Next? by Leon Trotsky, September, 1932.)

*

*

*

Bourgeoisie, Petty Bourgeoisie
and Proletariat
Any serious analysis of the political situation must take as its point
of departure the mutual relations among the three classes: the bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie (including the peasantry) and the
proletariat.
The economically powerful big bourgeoisie, in itself, represents an
infinitesimal minority of the nation. To enforce its domination, it must
ensure a definite mutual relationship with the petty bourgeoisie and
through its mediation, with the proletariat.
To understand the dialectic of the relationship between the three
classes, we must differentiate three historical stages: at the dawn of
capitalistic development, when the bourgeoisie required revolutionary
methods to solve its tasks; in the period of bloom and maturity of the
capitalist regime, when the bourgeoisie endowed its domination with
orderly, pacific, conservative, democratic forms; finally, at the decline
of capitaIlsm, when the bourgeoisie is forced to 1"esort to methods of
civil war against the proletariat to protect its right of exploitation.
The political programs characteristic of these three stages: Jacobinism, reformist democracy (social democracy included) and Fascism are
basically programs of petty bourgeois currents. This fact alone, more
than anything else, shows of what tremendous-rather, of what decisive
-importance the self-determination of the petty bourgeois masses of
the people is for the whole fate of bourgeois society.
Nevertheless, the relationship between the bourgeoisie and its basic
social support, the petty bourgeoisie, does not at all rest upon recipro-
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cal confidence and pacific collaboration. In its mass, the petty bourgeoisie is an exploited and disfranchised class. It regards the bourgeoisie
with envy and often with hatred. The bourgeoisie, on the other hand,
while utilizing the support of the petty bourgeoisie, distrusts the latter,
for it very correctly fears its tendency to break down the barriers set
up for it from above.
While they were laying out and clearing the road for bourgeois
development, the Jacobins (bourgeois revolutionists) engaged, at every
step, in sharp clashes with the bourgeoisie. They served it in intransigeant struggle against it. After they had culminated their limited historical role, the J acobins feU, for the domination of capital was
predetermined.
For a whole series of stages, the bourgeoisie entrenched its power
under the form of parliamentary democracy. Even then, not peacefully
and not voluntarily. The bourgeoisie was mortaUy afraid of universal
suffrage. But in the last instance, it succeeded, with the aid of a
combination of violent measures and concessions, of privations and
reforms, in subordinating within the framework of formal democracy,
not only the petty bourgeoisie, but in considerable measure also the
proletariat, by means of the new petty bourgeoisie--the labor aristocracy. In August 1914 the imperialist bourgeoisie was able, with the
means of parliamentary democracy, to lead miIIions of workers and
peasants into the war.

The Decline of Capitalism
But precisely with the war there begins the distinct decline of capitalism and above aU,. of its democratic form. of domination. It is now no
longer a matter of new reforms and alms, but of cutting down and
abolishing the old ones. Therewith the bourgeoisie comes into conflict
not only with the institutions of proletarian democracy (trade unions
and political parties) but also with parliamentary democracy, within
the framework of which arose the labor organizations. Therefore, the
campaign against ((Marxism" on the one hand and against democratic
parliamentarism on the other.
But just as the summits of the liberal bourgeoisie in its time were
unable, by their own force alone, to get rid of feudalism, monarchy
and the church, so the magnates of finance capital are unable, by their
force alone, to cope with the proletariat. They need the support of
the petty bourgeoisie. For this purpose, it must be whipped up, put on
15

its feet, mobilized, armed. But this method has its dangers. While
it makes use of Fascism, the bourgeoisie nevertheless fears it. Pilsudski
[Polish dictator] was forced, in May 1926, to save bourgeois society
by a coup d'Etat directed against the traditional parties of the Polish
bourgeoisie. The matter went so far that the official leader of the
Polish Communist Party, Warski, who came over from Rosa Luxemburg"
not to Lenin, but to Stalin, took the coup d'Etat of Pilsudski to be the
road of the ttrevolutionary democratic dictatorship" and called upon
the workers to support Pilsudski.

Pilsudski and Poland
At the session of the Polish Commission of the Executive Committee
of the Communist International on July 2, 1926, the author of these
lines said on the subject of the events in Poland:
ttTaken as a whole, the Pilsudski overthrow is the petty bourgeois,
(plebeian' manner of solving the burning problems of bourgeois society
in its state of decomposition and decline. We have: here already a
direct resemblance to Italian Fascism.
ttThese two currents indubitably possess common features: they
recruit their shock troops first of all from the petty bourgeoisie;
Pilsudski as well as Mussolini worked with extra-parliamentary means,
with open v.iolence, with the methods of civil war; both were concerned, not with the destruction, but with the preservation of bourgeois
society. While they raised the petty bourgeoisie on its feet, they openly
aligned themselves after the seizure of power, with the big bourgeoisie.
Involuntarily, a historical generalization comes up here, recalling the
evaluation given by Marx of Jacobinism as the plebeian method of
settling accounts with the feudal enemies of the bourgeoisie .... That
was in the period of the rise of the bourgeoisie. Now we must say,
in the period of the decline of bourgeois society, the bourgeoisie again
needs the (plebeian' method of resolving its no longer progressive, but
entirely reactionary tasks. In this sense, Fascism is a caricature of
Jacobinism.
((The bourgeoisie is incapable of maintaining itself in power by
the means and methods of the parliamentary state created by itself,
it needs Fascism as a weapon of self-defense, at least in critical instances. Nevertheless, the bourgeoisie does not like the (plebeian' method
of resolving its tasks. It was always hostile to J acobinism, which cleared
the road for the development of bourgeois society with its blood. The
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Fascists are immeasurably closer to the decadent bourgeoisie than the
Jacobins were to the rising bourgeoisie. Nevertheless, the sober bourgeoisie does not look very favorably even upon the Fascist mode of
resolving its tasks, for the concussions, although they are brought forth
in the interests of bourgeois society, are linked up with dangers to it.
Therefore, the opposition between Fascism and the bourgeois parties.
"The big bourgeoisie likes Fascism as little as a man with aching
molars likes to have his teeth pulled. The sober circles of bourgeois
society have followed with misgivings the work of the dentist Pilsudski,
but in the last analysis they have become reconciled to the inevitable,
though with threats, with horse-trades and all sorts of bargaining.
Thus the petty bourgeoisie's idol of · yesterday becomes transformed
into the gendarme of capital."

The Theory of "Social Fascism"
To this attempt at marking out the historical place of Fascism as
the political reliever of the social democracy, there was counterp~sed
the theory of social Fascism. [Stalin put forth the theory that Fascism
and Social Democracy were "twins."] At first it could appear as a
pretentious, blustering but harmless stupidity. Subsequent events have
shown what a pernicious influence the Stalinist theory actually exercised
on the entire development of the Communist International.
Does it follow from the historical role of Jacobinism, of democracy
and of Fascism that the petty bourgeoisie is condemned to remain a
tool in the hands of capital to the end of its days? If things were so,
then the dictatorship of the proletariat would be impossible in a number of countries in which the petty bourgeoisie constitutes the majority
of the nation and more than that, it would be rendered 'extremely
difficult in other countries in which the petty bourgeoisie represents an
important minority. Fortunately, things are not so. The experience
of the Paris Commune first showed, at least within the limits of one
city, just as the experience of the October revolution has shown after
it on a much larger scale and over an incomparably longer period, that
the alliance of the petty bourgeoisie and the big bourgeoisie is not
indissoluble. Since the petty bourgeoisie is incapable of an independent
policy (that is also why the petty bourgeois ((democratic dictatorship"
is unrealizable) no other choice is left for it than that between the
bourgeoisie and the proletariat.
In the epoch of the rise, the growth and the bloom of capitalism
17
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the petty bourgeoisie, despite acute outbreaks of discontent, generally
marched obediently in the capitalist harness. Nor could it do anything
else. But under the conditions of capitalist disintegration and of the
impasse in the economic situation, the petty bourgeoisie strives, seeks,
attempts to tear itself loose from the fetters of the old masters and
rulers of society. It is quite capable of linking up its fate with that
of the proletariat. For that, only one thing is needed: the petty bourgeoisie must acquire faith in the ~bility of the proletariat to lead
society onto a new road. The proletariat can inspire this faith .only by
its strength, by the firmness of its actions, by a skillful offensive against
the enemy, by the success of its revolutionary policy.
But, woe if the revolutionary party does not measure up to the
height of the situation! The daily struggle of the proletariat sharpens
the instability of bourgeois society. The strikes and the political disturbances aggravate the ' economic situation of the country. The petty
bourgeoisie could reconcile itself temporarily to the growing privations,
if it arrived by experience at the conviction that the proletariat is in
a position to lead it onto a new road. But if the revolutionary party,
in spite of a class struggle becoming incessantly mOore accentuated,
proves time arid again to. be incapable of uniting the working class
about it, if it vacillates, becomes confused, contradicts itself, then the
petty bourgeoisie loses patience and begins to look upon the revolutionary workers as those responsible for its own misery. All the bourgeois parties, including the social democracy, turn its thoughts in this
very direction. When the social crisis takes on an intolerable acuteness,
a particular party appears on the scene with the direct aim of agitating
the petty bourgeoisie to a white heat and of directing its hatred and
its despair against the proletariat. In Germany, this historical function
is fulfilled by National Socialism (Nazism ), a broad current whose
ideology is composed of all the putrid vapo.rs of disintegrating bourgeois society.
(From The Only Road by Leon Trotsky, April, 1933.)

Is It True That the Petty Bourgeoisie
Fears Revolution?
Parliamentary cretins who consider themselves connoisseurs of the
people like to repeat: HOrre must no.t frighten the middle classes with
revolution. They do not like extremes." In this gep.eral form this affir18

mation is absolutely false. Naturally, the petty proprietor prefers order
so long as business is going well and so long as he hopes that tomorrow
it will go better.
But when this hope is lost, he is easily enraged and is ready to give
himself over to the most extreme measures. Otherwise, how could he
have overthrown the democratic state and brought Fascism to power
in Italy and Germany? The despairing petty bourgeois sees in Fascism,
above all, a fighting force against big capital, and believes that, unlike
the working class parties which deal only in words, Fascism will use
force to establish more Hjustice." The peasant and the artisan are in
their manner realists. They understand that one cannot forego the use
of force.
It is false, thrice false, to affirm that the present petty bourgeoisie
is not going to the working class parties because it fears Hextreme
measures." Quite the contrary. The lower petty bourgeoisie, its great
masses, only see in the working class parties parliamentary machines.
They do not believe in their strength, nor in their capacity to struggle,
nor in their readiness this time to conduct the struggle to the end.

Psychology of Middle Class
And if this is so, is it worth the trouble to replace the democratic
capitalist representatives by their parliamentary confreres on the Left?
That is how the semi-expropriated, ruined and discontented proprietor
reasons or feels. Without an understanding of this psychology of the
peasants, the artisans, the employes, the petty functionaries, etc.-a
psychology which flows from the social crisis-it is impossible to
elaborate a correct policy. The petty bourgeoisie is economically dependent and politically atomized. That is why it cannot conduct an
. independent policy. It needs a Hleader" who inspires it with confidence.
This individual or collective leadership, i.e., a personage or party, can
be given to it by one or the other of the fundamental dasses-either
the big bourgeoisie or the proletariat. Fascism unites and arms the
scattered masses. Out of human dust it organizes combat detachments.
It thus gives the petty bourgeoisie the illusion of being an independent force. It begins to imagine that it will really command the state.
It is not surprising that these illusions and hopes . turn the head of
the petty bourgeoisie!
But the petty bourgeoisie can also find a leader in the proletariat.
This was demonstrated in Russia and partially in Spain. In Italy, in
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Germany and in Austria the petty bourgeoisie gravitated in this direction. But the parties of the proletariat did not rise to their historic task.
To bring the petty bourgeoisie to its side, the proletariat must win
its confidence. And for that it must have confidence in its own strength.
It must have a clear program of action and must be ready to struggle
for power by all possible means. Tempered by its revolutionary party
for a decisive and pitiless struggle, the proletariat says to the peasants
and petty bourgeO'isie of the cities: CtWe are struggling for power.
Here is our program. We are ready to discuss with you changes in
this program. We will emplO'y violence only against big capital and
its lackeys, but with you toilers, we desire to' conclude an alliance on
the basis of a given prO'gram." 'T he peasants will understand such
language. Only, they must have faith in the capacity of the proletariat
,
to seize power.
But for that it is necessary to purge the united front of all equivocation, of all indecision, of all hollow phrases. It is necessary to understand the situation and to place oneself seriously on the revolutionary
road.
(From W hitherr France? by Leon Trotsky, November 9, 1934.)

The Tragedy of the German
Proletariat
The most powerful proletariat of Europe, by its place in production,
its social weight, the strength of its organizations, has manifested no
resistance since the arrival of Hitler to power and the first violent
attacks against the workers' organizations. This is the fact on which
one must base all future strategical calculations.
It would be patently stupid to believe that the subsequent evolution
of Germany will go the Italian road; that Hitler will strengthen his
domination step by step without serious resistance; that German F ascism will enjoy long years of domination. No, the further fate of
National Socialism will have to be drawn from the analysis of the
German and international conditions, and not from purely historical
analogies. But this much is already evident: If, from September 1930
onwards, we demanded of the Communist International a short range
policy in Germany, it is now necess,ary to work out a long range
policy. Before the decisive battle is possible, the proletarian vanguard
will have to reorient itself, that is to say, it will have to understand
what has happened, distribute the responsibilities for' the great his- .
20

tori cal defeat, trace out the new road, and in this manner regaIn
confidence in itself.
The criminal role of the social democracy requires no commentary:
the Communist International was created fourteen years ago precisely
in order to snatch the proletariat from the demoralizing influence of
the social democracy. If it has not succeeded up to the present time,
if the German proletariat found itself impotent, disarmed and paralyzed at the moment of the greatest historical test, the direct and
immediate blame falls upon the leadership of the post-Leninist Comintern. There is the first conclusion that must immediately be drawn.

Stalin's Comintern Guilty
Under the perfidious blows of the Stalinist bureaucracy, the Left
Opposition [Trotskyists] maintained to the very end its fidelity to
the official party. The Bolshevik-Leninists [Trotskyists] now share the
fate of all the other Communist organizations: the militants of our
cadres are arrested, our publications forbidden, our literature confiscated. Hitler even hurried to suspend the Bulletin of the Opposition
appearing in the Russian language. But if, together with the whole
proletarian vanguard, the Bolshevik-Leninists bear the consequences
of the first serious victory of Fascism, they cannot and will not bear
even a shadow of the responsibility for the official policy of the
Comintern.
Since 1923, that is, since the beginning of the struggle against the
Left Opposition, the Stalinist leadership, even if indirectly, assisted
the social democracy with all its strength to derail, to befuddle, to
enfeeble the German proletariat: it halted, it -curbed the workers when
the conditions dictated a courageous revolutionary offensive; it proclaimed the approach of the revolutionary situation when it had
already passed it by; it worked up agreements with petty bourgeois
phrasemongers and windbags; it limped impotently at the tail of the
social democracy under cover of the policy of the united front; it
proclaimed the ttthird period" and the struggle for the conquest of
the streets under conditions of a political ebb and of weakness of
the Communist party; it replaced ' the serious struggle by leaps, adventures or parades; it isolated the Communists from the mass trade
unions; it identified the social democracy with Fascism and rejected
the united front with the mass workers' organizations in face of the
aggressive bands of the National Socialists; it sabotaged the slightest
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initiative for the united front for local defense, at the same time it
systematically deceived the workers as to the real relationship of forces,
distorted the facts, passed off friends as enemies and enemies as friends
-and drew the noose tighter and tighter around the neck of the party,
not permitting it to breathe freely any longer, nor to speak, nor to think.

Thaelmann's Folly
Out of the vast literature devoted to the question of Fascism it is
enough to reier to the speech of Thaelmann, official leader of the
German Communist Party, who, at the Plenum of the Executive of
the 'Comintern in April 1931, denounced the ttpessimists," that is,
those who knew how to foresee, in the following terms: ~~We have
not allowed the moods of panic to rout us. . . . We have soberly and
firmly established the fact that September 14, 1930 was in a certain
sense Hitler's best day, and that afterwards will come not better days
but worse. This evaluation which we have given to the development
of this party is confirmed by the events.... Today, the Fascists have
no more grounds for laughing." Referring to the creation by the social
democracy of defense groups, Thaelmann demonstrated in the same
speech that these groups differ !n no respect from the shock troops of
the National Socialists and that both of them are preparing in parallel
formation to annihilate Communism.
Today, Thaelmann is arrested. Faced by the triumphant reaction,
the Bolshevik-Leninists are in the same ranks as Thaelmann. But the
policy of Thaelmann is the poHcy of Stalin, that is, the official policy
of the Comintern. It is precisely this policy which is the cause of the
complete demoralization of the party at the moment of danger, when
the leaders lose "their heads, when the party members, dis accustomed
from thinking, fall prostrate, when the principal historic positions
are surrendered without a fight. A false political theory bears within
itself its own punishment. The strength and the obstinacy of the
apparatus only augment the dimensions of the catastrophe.
Having surrendered to. the enemy everything that could be surrendered in such a short space of time, the Stalinists are trying to
rectify the past by means of convulsive acts which only increasingly
clarify the whole chain of crimes committed by them. Now that the
press of the Communist party is stifled, that the apparatus is destroyed,
that the bloody pennant .of Fascism waves with impunity over the
Karl Liebknecht House, the Executive Committee of the Comintern
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is starting out on the road Df the united frDnt not only from below
but also frDm above. The new zigzag, sharper than all that preceded
it, has not, however, been effected under the impulsion of the Executive itself; the Stalinist bureaucracy has abandoned the initiative to
the Second International. The latter has succeeded in taking hold of
the weapon of the united frDnt, of which it has been in mortal dread
up to now. To the extent that it is possible to' speak of political advantages under the cDnditions of a panicky retreat, they are to' be found
exclusively on the side of reformism. Forced to reply to a direct question, the Stalinist bureaucracy chose the worst way: it does not reject
an entente of the twO' Internationals, but neither does it accept it;
it plays hide and seek. It has come to' such a lack of self-confidence,
to such degradation, that it no longer dares to show itself to' the world
proletariat face to face with the leaders of the Second International,
the branded agents of the bourgeoisie, the electors of Hindenburg who
blazed the trail of Fascism.
In a special appeal of the Executive [of the Comintern] on March 5,
ttTo the Workers of All Countries," the Stalinists do not say a word
about social Fascism as the main enemy. They nO' longer speak about
the great discovery of their leader: ttThe social democracy and Fascism
are not anti po des but twins." They no longer insist on saying that
the struggle against Fascism demands as a preliminary the defeat of
the social democracy. They dO' not breathe a word about the inadmissability Df the united front from above. On the contrary, they
carefully enumerate those cases in the past where the Stalinist bureaucracy, unexpectedly for the workers and for itself, found itself forced
to' improvise proposals for the united front to the reformist summits.
Thus do artificial, false and charlatanesque theories founder in the
fury of the historical tempest.
Pol~;cy . Zigzags

ttTaking into account the peculiarities of each country" and of the
impossibility, which allegedly flows from them, Df organizing the
united frDnt on an international scale (the struggle against t,texcep_
tionalism," that is, the theory of the Right wingers on national
peculiarities, is suddenly forgotten), the Stalinist bureaucracy recommends to the national Communist parties to address proposals for a
united front to' the "Central Committees of the social democratic
parties." Only yesterday this was proclaimed a capitulation to' social
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Above are scenes from the demonstration summoned by the SWP against
More than 50,000 workers participated. LaGuardia's cops protected the I
for and led this demonstration. The Stalinist and Socialist party leaders i,
members joined the demonstration against the Fascists. Workers of many oa

the Fascist rally on Feb. 20, 1939, at New York's Madison Sq. Garden.
ascists and attacked the workers. The Socialist Workers Party alone called
ignored the SWP's call for united action . .Nevertheless, many of their
tionalities, Negro and white, were present in the ranks of the anti-Fascists.

Fascism! Thus do all the great lessons' of Stalinism for the last four
years fly under the table into the wastebasket. This is a whole political
system reduced to dust.
Matters do not rest there: having declared for the moment the
impossibility 'of the conditions for a united front on the international
arena, the Executive immediately forgets it and no more than twenty
lines further on it formulates the conditions under which the united
front is admissable and acceptable in all countries, in spite of the
difference in national conditions. The retreat before Fascism is followed by a panic-stricken retreat from the theoretical commandments
of Stalinism. Chips and fragments of ideas and principles are thrown
out along the road like so much ballast.
The conditions for the united front put by the Comintern for all
the countries (committees of action against Fascism, demonstrations
and strikes against wage reductions) present nothing new. On the
contrary, they are the schematicized and bureaucratized reproduction
of the slogans that the Left Opposition formulated much more clearly
and concretely two and a half years ago and for which it was regis ..
tered in the camp of social Fascism. The united front on such bases
could yield decisive fronts in Germany; but for that end it should
have been carried out in time. Time is an important factor in politics.
What is therefore the practical value now of the proposals of the
Executive? For Germany, it is at a minimum. The policy of the
united front assumes a ((front," that is, stabilized positions and a
centralized leadership. The Left Opposition put forth the conditions
for the united front as conditions for an active defense with the
perspective of passing over to the offensive. Now, the German proletariat has reached the state of a disorderly retreat, without even
rearguard battles. In this situation, voluntary unions of Communist
and social democratic workers may and will be realized for various
episodic tasks, but the systematic realization of the united front is
inexorably thrust back for an indeterminate future. There must be
no illusions on this score.

Ring Around Germany
About fifteen months ago, we wrote that the key to the situation
is in the hands of the German Communist party. The Stalinist
bureaucracy has now lost this key out of its hands. Great events outside of the will of the party will be necessary to give the workers
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the possibility of drawing up short, of fortifying themselves, of
rebuilding their ranks and of passing over to an active defensive.
When this will occur, we have no way of knowing with precision.
Perhaps much quicker than the triumphant counter-revolution hopes.
But in any case, it is not those who issued the manifesto of the Executive who will direct the policy of the united front in Germany.
If the central position has surrendered, one must fortify oneself in
the approaches, one must prepare points of support for the future
offensive. This preparation signifies, inside of Germany, the critical
clarification of the past, support to the vigorous spirit of the vanguard of the militants, their reassembly, the organization of rearguard
combats wherever it is possible waiting meanwhile for the moment
when the various fighting groups will draw together into a great army.
This preparation signifies at the same time the defense of the proletarian positions in the countries closely connected with Germany or
located near it: in Austria, in Czechoslovakia, in Poland, in the Baltic
countries, in Scandinavia, in Belgium, in Holland, in France and in
Switzerland. Fascist Germany must be surrounded by a powerful circle
of proletarian fortifications. Without for an instant ceasing the attempts to halt the disorderly retreat of the German workers, it is
necessary to create fortified proletarian positions around the frontiers
of Germany for the struggle against Fascism.

The Role of Austria
In the first rank comes Austria, which is immediately threatened
by the Fascist cataclysm. One can say with certitude that if the Austrian
proletariat were to seize power now and transform its country into
a revolutionary battleground, Austria would become for the revolution
of the German proletariat what Piedmont was for the revolution of
the Italian bourgeoisie. It cannot be predicted how far the Austrian
proletariat, pushed forward by the events but paralyzed by the reformist bureaucracy, will advance along this road. The task of Communism
is to help the events against Austro-Marxism. The policy of the unite~
front is one of the means. The conditions which the mailif sto of
the Executive takes over so tardily from the Left Opposition thus
retain all their force.
However, the policy of the united front embraces within itself not
only advantages but also dangers. It easily gives birth to combinations
between leaders behind the back of the masses, to a passive adaptation
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to' the ally, to' O'PPO'rtunist vacillations. This danger cannO't be warded

O'ff save under the condition of two express guarantees: the maintenance of full freedom O'f criticism of the ally and the re-establishment
of the full freedom of criticism within the ranks of one's O'wn party.
TO' refuse to' criticize O'ne's allies leads directly and immediately to
capitulation to reformism. The PO'licy of the united front without
party democracy, that is, without the control of the apparatus by the
party, leaves the leaders a free hand fO'r the opportunist experiences
which supplement the adventurist experiences.
How has the Executive acted in this case? Dozens of times the Left
Opposition predicted that under the blows of events, the Stalinists
will be compelled to recoil from their ultra-Leftism and that, placing
themselves on the road O'f the united front, they will cO'mmence to
commit all the opportunist treason which they attributed to' us only
yesterday. This time too the predictiO'n has been realized literally.

"Mutual Non-Aggression"
In making a dizzying swing towards the positions of the united
front, the Executive tramples upon the fundamental guarantees which
alone can assure a revolutionary content to' the policy of the united
front. The Stalinists take into consideratiO'n and accept the hYPO'critical
and diplomatic claims of the reformists to' a so-called "mutual nonaggressiO'n." Breaking with all the traditions of Marxism and of
Bolshevism, they recommend to the CO'mmunist parties, in case the
united front is realized, to' ccabandon all attacks against the social democratic organizations during the joint action." That's just what it says:
To abandon all attacks (!) upon the social democracy (what a shameful fO'rmula!) means to' abandon the freedom of PO'litical criticism,
that is, the principal function of the revolutionary party.
The capitulation is engendered not by practical necessity but by
the panicky state of mind. The reformists come and will come to an
agreement to' the extent that the pressure of events and the pressure
of the masses force them to. The demand fO'r CCnon-aggression" is
blackmail, that is, an attempt of the reformist leaders to extort an
auxiliary advantage. To submit to' blackmail means to' build up the
united front upon rotten foundations and to give the reformist business men the possibility of blO'wing it up under some arbitrary pretext
or anO'ther.
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Criticism in general, all the more so under the conditions of the
united front, should o.bviously correspond to. the real relationships
and preserve the necessary proportions. The absurdities about ((social
Fascism" must be refuted: It is a concession not to the social democracy but to Marxism. It is not for the treachery of 191"8 but for its
evil work in 1933 that the ally must be criticized. But criticism, like
political life itself, of which criticism is the voice, cannot be halted
for an hour. If what the Communists disclose corresponds to the reality,
they serve the purposes of the united front, pushing forward the
provisional ally and what is more important, giving a revolutionary
education to the whole proletariat. To abandon this fundamental duty
is the first stage in that criminal and shameful policy which Stalin
foisted upon the Chinese Communists with regard to the Kuomintang.

Party Members Gagged
Matters stand no better with regard to. the second guarantee. Having
denounced criticism of the social democracy, the Stalinist apparatus
does not even think of giving the right of criticism to the members
of its own party. The turn itself is effected, as is the custom, after the
manner of a bureaucratic revelation. Not a single national congress,
no international congress, nor even a plenum of the Executive, no
preparation in the press of the party, no analysis Df the policy of the
past. And there is nothing astounding in this: At the very first steps
in the discussion in the party, each thinking worker would ask the
functionary: Why have the Bo.lshevik-Leninists been expelled from
all the sectio.ns [of the Communist Parties] and why are they subjected in the Soviet Union to. arrests, to deportation and to. firing
squads? Is it only because they dig deeper and see further? The
Stalinist bureaucracy cannot permit such a conclusiDn. It is capable
of no. matter what flip-flop or turn, but to present itself honestly
before the workers to face the Bolshevik-Leninists-that's something
it cannot and does not dare to. do. Thus in the struggle for its own
preservation, the Stalinist apparatus depreciates its new turn by undermining in advance the confidence in it not only of the social-democratic
workers but also. of the Communists. . . .
The conditions of the present world situation, as well as conditions
of each country in particular, are just as deadly for the social democracy
as they are favorable to the revolutionary party. But the Stalinist
bureaucracy has succeeded in converting the crisis of capitalism and
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of reformism into a crisis of Communism. Such is the balance sheet
of the uncontrolled command of the epigones for the last ten years.
Hypocrites will be found .t o say: The Opposition [Trotskyists] is
criticizing the [ Communist] party which has fallen into the hands
of the executioner (Hitler). Blackguards will add: The Opposition is
helping the executioner. By combining a specious sentimentalism with
venomous falsehood, the Stalinists will endeavor to hide th~ Central
Committee behind the apparatus, the apparatus behind the party, to
eliminate the question of responsibility for the catastrophe, for the
false strategy, for the disastrous regime, for the criminal leadership:
that means helping the executioners of yesterday and today.

Stalinism's August 4th
The policy of the Stalinist bureaucracy in 'China (during the Chinese
revolution of 1926-27) was no less disastrous than it is at the present
time in Germany. But there, the affair took place behind the back
of the world proletariat, under conditions which were incomprehensible to it. The critical voice of the Opposition hardly reached
beyond the Soviet Union to the workers of the other countries. The
Chinese experience went practically unpunished for the Stalinist apparatus. In Germany, it is entirely different. All the stages of the drama
developed before the eyes of the world proletariat. At each stage, the
Opposition raised its voice. The whole course of development was
announced in advance. The Stalinist bureaucracy calumniated the
Opposition, imputed to it ideas and plans alien to it, expelled all
those who dared to speak of the united front, helped the socialdemocratic bureaucracy demolish the united local defense committees,
cut the workers off from the slightest possibility of emerging upon
the road of the mass struggle, disorganized the vanguard, paralyzed
the proletariat. In this way, opposing the united front of defense with
the social democracy, the Stalinists found themselves with the latter
in a united front of panic and of capitulation.
And now, finding itself right in front of ruin, the leadership of
the Com intern fears light and criticism more than anything eJse. Let
the world revolution be lost, provided that vain prestige may live:
the bankrupts sow confusion and smear up the traces ....
It must be said clearly, plainly, openly: Stalinism in Germany has
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had its August 4.* From today on, the advanced workers will speak
of the period of the domination of the Stalinist bureaucracy only with
a burhing sense of shame, only with words of hatred and curses. The
official German CGmmunist party is doomed. From now Dn it will
only decompose, crumble and melt intO' the void. German cDmmunism
can be reborn only O'n a new basis and with a new leadership....
The German proletariat will rise again, Stalinism never . Under the
terrible blDws Gf the enemy, the advanced German workers will have
to' build a new party. The Trotskyists will give all their forces to this
work.
(Printed in The Militant April 8, 1933.)

How Long Can Hitler Stay?
After a fire, it is difficult to arrange things anew. It is even more
difficult after a great political defe(i.t to' determine one's road again.
Parties reluctantly admit that they have been beaten, especially if a great
deal of the fault for the defeat lies with them. The greater the extent Gf
the defeat, the mO're difficult it is for political thought to pass over to
new PO'sitions, to' work out a new perspective and to' subordinate to' it
the direction and tempo of further work.
The history Df military science, like the history of the revolutionary
struggle, records a great number of supplementary defeats which came
as a result of the fact that the leadership, not having evaluated the extent
Df the basic defeat, tried to cO'ver it up by untimely attacks. In war,
criminal attempts of this SDrt lead to a mass destruction of living forces,
already morally undermined by previous setbacks. In the revolutionary
struggle, the most militant elements, already torn away from the masses
by previous defeats, fall victim to' adventures.
The present catastrO'phe in Germany is undDubtedly the greatest defeat
Df the working class in history. All the more urgent, therefDre, becGmes
a complete turn in strategy; but all the more stubbO'rn, Gn the other
hand, is the resistance Gf the party bureaucracy. It labels as "defeatists"
not thO'se who brought O'n the defeat-it would be obliged to' name itself
-but those whO' draw the necessary political conclusions from the fact
of the d~feat. The struggle nDW unfGlding around the question of the
*It was on this day, August 4 of 1914, that the Social-Democratic party of
Germany voted to support German imperialism in the First World War. This
date has since had the significance in the socialist movement of a betrayal of
the working class.
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WORKERS OF NEW YORK!

Stop the Fascists!
PI~KET

GARDEN~

MADISON SqUARE
MO~.~ FEB. 20, 6 P. M.!

The fascists are mobilizing at Madison Square Garden Monday night.
Hitler's Gt!rman-American Bund gangsters, Pelley's Silver Shirt scum
and Coughlin's mob of labor-haters have hurled a brazen challenge at
the workers of New York.
Wrapping themselves in the cloak of patriotism and "Americanism'',.
the fascists prepare to spew their anti-labor and anti-Jewish poison
throughout N ew York City.
These gangs have already gone too far. They must be stopped.
What are you going to do to stop this murderous crew?
We must not let this filthy, creeping slime get a foothold in New York.
Gather in front of Madison

uare Garden Monday by the thousands!

Be there at 6:00 P. M. sharp!

Let the fascists feel the anger and the might of the working classGet out and picket!
Don't wait for the concentration camps - Act now!

On to Madison Square Garden Monday Night!
Issued by the
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (Fourth International)
116 University Place, New York City
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February 1939: Thousands of copies of this leaflet were issued to the workers
of N ew York calling for a mass demonstration on the streets to protest the
Fascist meeting scheduled for February 20, 1939, in Madison Sq. Garden.
50,000 workers rallied to the call. The Trotskyists demonstrated in action
how Fascism must be fought and how it can be crushed.

perspectives of political development in Germany has an exceptional
significance for the fate of Europe and of the whole world.
In this connection we shall omit from consideration the social democracy: the revolting decomposition of this party leaves it no possibility
even for maneuvers of bureaucratic prestige. The leaders do not even
attempt to pretend that they have any ideas or plans. After having completely lost their heads politically, their concern is directed towards
saving their heads physically. These people have been preparing their
dishonorable defeat by their whole policy since the beginning of the
im perialist war.
Only the orientation of the Communist party is now of political interest. As a mass organization, it is completely demolished. But the central
apparatus is preserved, issuing illegal and emigrant literature, calling
abroad anti-Fascist congresses and working out plans for the struggle
against · the dictatorship of the Nazis. All the vices of defeated staffs
now find in this apparatus their unsurpassed expression.
ttThe Fascists are Caliphs for an hour," writes the official organ of
the Comintern. ((Their victory is not a lasting one, and after it will
quickly follow the proletarian revolution .... The struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat stands on the order of the day in Germany."
Constantly giving ground, surrendering every position, losing its own
adherents, the apparatus continues to reiterate that the anti-Fascist wave
is mounting, that its spirits are rising, that it is necessary to be prepared
for an insurrection, if not tomorrow then in a few months from now.
Optimistic phraseology has become a means of political self-preservation
for the beaten commanding staff. The danger of spurious optimism is all
the greater the more deeply the inner life of the German proletariat is
plunged into darkness: there are neither trade unions, parliamentary
elections, membership dues, nor newspaper circulation-no data whatsoever control the consequences of a false policy, or disturb the equanimity of the leaders.
II
The main reason for the reassuring prognosis consists in the fact that
Hitler ttwill not fulfill his promises." As if Mussolini had to fulfill his
fantastic program in order to maintain himself in power for more than
ten years! A revolution is not an automatic punishment for swindlers,
but a complex social phenomenon which arises only when a series of
historical conditions are at hand. We shall recall them once more. The
bewilderment and the division of the ruling classes; the indignation of
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the petty bourgeoisie, its loss of faith in the existing order; the growing
militant activity of the working class; finally, a correct policy of the
revolutionary party-such are the immediate prerequisites for a revelution. Are they at hand?
For the past couple of years the possessing classes of Germany have
been in a state of the cruelest internecine war. Now all of them-even
though with a heavy heart-submit to Fascism. The antagonism between the agrarians and the industrialists, as well as between separate
groups of industrialists, has not disappeared; but you may be sure that
it will soon be regulated.
The petty bourgeoisie of Germany seethed like a boiling kettle in the
last period. Even in its nationalistic raving, there was an element of
social danger. Now it is united around a government which raised itself
up on its back and is disciplined by a purely military organization which
emerged out of its midst. The intermediary classes have become the
main prop of Order. The conclusion is irrefutable: In so far as it is a
question of the big and petty bourgeoisie, the prerequisites for a revolutionary outcome have slipped into the past, or, what is the same thing,
into the indefinite future.

The Situation Is Clear
With regard to the working class, the situation is no less clear. If a
few months age it found itself, through the fault of its leadership,
incapable of defending its powerful legal positions from the assault of
the counter-revolution, now, on the second day after the rout, it is immeasurably less prepared for an assault upon the powerful legal positions of Fascism. The material and moral factors have sharply and
deeply changed the relationship of forces to the disadvantage of the
proletariat. Or is it still necessary to prove this? No more favorable is
the state of affairs in the domain of leadership: the Communist party
does not exist; its apparatus, deprived of the fresh air of criticism, is
choking in a deep internal struggle. In what sense then can it be said
that "the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat in Germany
stands on the order of the day" ? What is meant here by "day"?
It is not difficult to foresee exposures, sincere and hypocritical, of our
pessimism, our disbelief in the creative forces of the revolution, etc.
Cheap reproaches! We know, no less than do others, that Fascism is
defending a historically lost cause. Its methods may yield imposing but

34

unstable results. Oniy those classes that have outlived themselves can be
put down by violence.
But the proletariat has always been the main pr~ductive force of
society. It can be routed for a time, but to enslave it forever is impossible. Hitler promises to t(reeducate" the workers, but he is obliged to
use pedagogic methods which are not even suited for the training of
dogs. Fascism will inevitably break its neck against the irreconcilable
hostility of the workers. But how and when? General historical foresight does not eliminate the burning question of policy: what must be
done now, and especially what must not be done, in order to prepare
and hasten the smashing of National Socialism?

Vulgar Materialism
To count upon the immediate revolutionizing effect of Fascist repressions and material want is to display a vulgar materialism. Of course,
"existence determines consciousness." But that does not at all mean a
mechanical and direct dependence of consciousness upon external circumstances. Existence refracts itself in consciousness according to the
laws of consciousness. One and the same obj ective fact may have a
different, sometimes an opposite, political effect, depending upon the
general situation and preceding events. Thus, in the march of development of humanity, repressions frequently call forth revolutionary indignation. But after the triumph of counter-revolution, repressions have
more than once snuffed out the last flare of protest. The economic crisis
can hasten the revolutionary explosion, and that has happened more
than once in history; but crashing down upon the proletariat after a
heavy political defeat, the crisis can only aggravate the process of decomposition. Let us put it more concretely. We do not expect immediate
revolutionary consequences for Germany from the further deepening of
the industrial crisis.
To be sure, history records that a long-lasting industrial revival has
frequently given the upper hand to opportunistic currents within the
proletariat. But after a lengthy period of crisis and reaction, the rising
conjuncture may, on the contrary, raise the activity of the workers and
impel them towards the road of struggle. We regard the variant in
many respects the more likely one.
However, the center of gravity does not lie at present in the conjunctura! prognosis. Weighty psychological turns of many-millioned
masses demand lengthy intervals: this should be the point of departure.

35

The break in the conjuncture, collisions in the ranks of the possessing
classes, international complications, may and will have their effects upon
the workers.
But external events cannot simply annul the inner laws of mass consciousness, cannot permit the proletariat to leap over the consequences
of the defeat with one bound, and by it, open up a new page in the
book of the revolutionary struggle. Even if, due to an especially favorable conjuncture of internal and external conditions, the beginning of
the turn were to reveal itself after an exceptionally short interval, let us
say, in a year or two, the question of our policy would nevertheless
remain in its entirety for the next twelve or twenty-four months, while
the counter-revolution was still making further conquests. Realistic
tactics cannot be developed without a correct perspective. There can be
no correct perspective without understanding that it is not a maturing of
the proletarian revolution which is taking place now in Germany, but a
deepening of the Fascist counter-revolution. And that is not one and the
same thing!
III
Bureaucracy, the revolutionary included, forgets too easily that the
proletariat is not only an object but also a subject of politics. By means
of blows on the head, the Nazis aim to turn the workers into homunculi
of racialism. The leadership of the Comintern, on the contrary, reckons
that the blows of ·Hitler will make the workers obedient Communists.
Both calculations are wrong. Workers are not clay in the hands of a
potter. They do not each time begin history all over again. Hating and
despising the Nazis, they are least of all inclined, however, to return to
that policy which led them into the noose of Hitler. The workers feel
themselves cheated and betrayed by their own leadership. They do not
know what must be done, but they know what must not be done. They
are unspeakably tortured and they want to break away from the diabolical circle of confusion, threats, lies, and braggadocio, to step aside,
to duck, to wait for the storm to blow over, to rest up from the necessity
of deciding questions that are beyond them. They need time for the
wounds of disillusionment to heal. The generalized name for this state
is political indifference. The masses fall into an irascible passivity. A
number, and no small one, finds cover in Fascist organizations. It is not
permissible, of course, to put on the same plane the demonstrative passage to the side of Fascism of individual politicians and the anonymous
entrance of workers into the compulsory organizations of the dictatorship. The first is a question of careerism; the second of protective col36

oration, Df submissiDn to' the boss. Nevertheless, the fact of the mass
shifting of wDrkers under the banner of the swastika is irrefutable evidence of the feeling of helplessness which has gripped the prolet~riat.
The reaction has plainly penetrated into the very bones of the working
class. This is not for a single day.
In this general situation, the clamorous party bureaucracy, which has
forgotten nothing and learned nothing, represents an obvious political
anachronism. The workers are nauseated by the official infallibility. A
void grows· around the apparatus. The worker does not want, in addition
to the knout of Hitler, to be whipped by the knout of spurious optimism. He wants the truth. The crying discord between the official perspective and the real state of affairs only introduces an additional element of
demoralization intO' the ranks of the advanced workers.
What is called the radicalization of the masses is a complex molecular
process of collective consciousness. In order to' get back to the road, the
workers must first of all understand what has happened. Radicalization
is unthinkable if the mass has not assimilated its own defeat-if its
vanguard, at any rate, has not critically revaluated the past and risen
above the defeat to a new stage.
This process has not yet begun. The apparatus press itself is forced to
admit, between two optimistic outcries, that not only in the village do
the Nazis continue to strengthen their position, driving out Communists
and fanning to a white heat the peasants' hatred of the workers, but that
in industry also the elimination of the last remaining worker-Communists continues, moreover without any resistance being offered. In all this
there is nothing unexpected. The side that is defeated bears the consequences of the defeat.

A Crude Mistake
In the face of these facts, the bureaucracy, in search of a prop for its
optimistic perspective, flings itself from its innate subjectivism into
accomplished fatalism. Even if the spirits of the masses do decline, they
assure us, Hitlerism will soon blow up anyway as a result of its own
contradictions. Only yesterday it was considered that all the parties in
Germany-from the Nazis to the Social Democrats-were only varieties
of Fascism and were carrying out the same program. Now all hopes are
directed to the contradictions within the ruling camp.
The new mistakes in political calculation are no less crude than the
old ones. The Hopposition" of the old capitalist parties to the Nazis is
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nothing more than the instinctive resistance of a sick person whose
rotten tooth is being extracted by an army barber-surgeon. The police,
for example, have occupied all the quarters of the German-National
party. Events are moving according to schedule. The conflict between
Hugenberg and Hitler will only be an episode along the road of concentrating the whole power in the hands of Hitler. To fulfill its assignment, Fascism must merge with the state apparatus.
It is very likely that many of the Fascist troopers are already discontented: they were not even allowed to plunder to their hearts' content.
But no matter what sharp forms this discontent should assume, it cannot
become a serious political factor. The government apparatus will crush
the refractory Praetorians one afte{ the other, reconstitute the untrustworthy detachments, bribe the summits. The sobering up of the broad
masses of the petty bourgeoisie is, generally speaking, absolutely inevitable. But it will take place at different times and in different forms.
Flares of discontent may, in some cases, precede the return to the lower
depths of the nether strata betrayed by Fascism. To expect an independent revolutionary initiative from this source is at all events out of the
question.
The National-Socialist factory ,committees depend immeasurably less
upon the workers than did the reformist factory committees in their day.
True, in the atmosphere of incipient revival, even the F~scist factory
committees might become points of support for the advance of the
working class. On January 9, 1905, the workers' organizations created
by the Czarist Okhrana became for a day a lever of revolution. But right
now, when the Gerlman workers are passing through painful disappointment and degradation, it is absurd to expect that they will engage in a
serious struggle under the leadership of Fascist bureaucrats. The factory
committees will be chosen from the top and trained as agencies for the
betrayal and suppression of the workers . .
No self-deception! A defeat covered up by illusions means ruin.
Salvation lies in clarity. Only a merciless criticism of all failures and
errors can prepare the great revenge.

IV
It may be considered established by experience that German Fascism
operates at a speedier tempo than Italian Fascism-not only because
Hitler can take advantage of the experience of Mussolini, but primarily
because of the higher social structure of Germany and the greater acuteness of its contradictions. It is permissible to conclude from this that
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N a~ional Socialism in power will wear itself out sooner than its Italian
precursor. But even while degenerating and decomposing, National
Socialism cannot fall of itself. It must be overthrown. The changing of
the political regime in present-day Germany cannot be realized without
an insurrection. True, for such an insurrection there is at present no
direct and immediate prospect; but no matter what devious path developments should take, they must inevitably break through to insurrection.
As is known, the petty bourgeoisie is incapable of an independent
revolutionary policy. But the policy and moods of the petty bourgeoisie
are not at all a matter of indiJference for the fate of the regime created
with its assistance. The disappointment and discontent of the intermediary classes will turn National Socialism, as they have already turned
Fascism, from a people's movement into a police apparatus. No matter
how strong it may be in itself, the apparatus cannot substitute for the
living current of counter-revolution penetrating into all the pores of
society. The bureaucratic degeneration of Fascism therefore means the
beginning of its end.

Correct Treatment Is Important
J

At this stage, however, a new difficulty must reveal itself. Under the
influence of defeat, the inhibitory centers of the proletariat are hypertrophied. The workers become cautious, distrustful, and expectant. Even
if the volcanic eruption of the reaction has ceased, the hardened lava of
the Fascist state recalls too threateningly what has been lived through.
Such is the political situation in present-day Italy. To borrow from the
terminology of economics, it may be said that the disappointment and
dissatisfaction of petty bourgeois · reaction prepares the moment when
the sharp ,crisis of the workers' movement will pass over into a depression which will then, at a certain stage, give way to a revival. To attempt
to foretell now how and when and under what slogans this revival will
begin would be a merely futile occupation: even the stages of an economic cycle always have an ccunexpected" character; all the more so the
stages of political development.
For an organism which has just passed through a grave illness, correct
treatment is especially important. As for the workers over whom the
roller of Fascism has passed, adventuristic tactics will inevitably produce
a relapse into apathy. Thus, a premature speculation in stocks frequently
carries with it a recurrence of the crisis. The example of Italy shows
that a state of political depression, especially with a false political
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Anti-Fascists
ON GUARD!
WORKERS OF NEW YORK!
Protest against Fascist provocation-Rally at Union Square: Sat. Aug. 19, 1939-4:30 P.M.
The Coughlin gangsters, followers of America's Number One Fascist, Witl
march from Columbus Circle on Union Square, Saturday evening, August 19.
After weeks of anti-Semitic propaganda, "Buy Christian" campaigns and
anti-labor attacks, these Fascist mobsters on August 19 will try to carry out their
threat to invade Union Square, the heart of New York's working class district.
This Fascist parade is no "manifestation of Christianity." It is a mobiliza~lon of strikebreakers, thugs, Jew-haters and union busters.
Let the Fascists see the anger and the might of the working class! Come
out and protest!
When the Fascists met in Madison Square Garden on February 20, the
anti-Fascists of New York threw a ~ass picket line of 50,000 around the area.
On February 20 the Fascists got more than they bargained for. They will
not, they must not, go unanswered on August 19!
Don't wait for the concentration camps - act now!
Protect your unions! Protect your liberty!

ALL OUT TO l)NION SQUARE!
Issued by the
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (Fourth International)
116 University, Place, New York City

To combat a threatened march on New York's famous radical center, Union
Square, by Coughlin's Christian Front, the S.W.P. called on the workers for a
counter-demonstration. Frightened by the workers' militancy, the Fascists
called off their hooligan march at the last moment.

leadership, may drag out for years. A correct policy demands not that
artificial lines of march be imposed upon the proletariat, but that the
perspectives and slogans of struggle be drawn from the living dialectics
of the movement. Favorable external impulsions may greatly shorten
the separate stages of the process: it is not at all necessary that the
depression should last for years as in Italy. It is, however, impossible to
jump over the organic stages of the rise of the masses. To accelerate,
without trying to jump over-therein lies the whole art of revolutionary
leadership! ,Once having torn itself from under the leaden weight of
Fascism, the working class movement may, in a comparatively short
time, take on a wide scope. Only after that, and only under the leadership of the proletariat, can the discontent of the petty bourgeoisie acquire a progressive political character and re-establish a favorable situation for the revolutionary struggle.
The ruling classes will have to confront the other side of this process.
Having lost support in the petty bourgeoisie, the Fascist state will become a' very untrustworthy apparatus of subjection. The politicians of
capital will have to orient themselves anew. The contradictions in the
midst of the possessing classes will break through to the surface.
Facing the front of the masses which go over to an offensive, Hitler
will find that he has an unreliable rear. The immediate revolutionary
situation will thus come into being, heralding the last hour of National
Socialism.
But before the proletariat is able to set itself great tasks, it must draw
up a balance of the past. Its most general formula reads: the old parties
have perished. A small minority of the workers is already saying: it is
necessary to prepare a new party. The revolting flaccidity of social democracy and the criminal irresponsibility of official pseudo-Bolshevism
will be burned out in the fire of struggle. Messrs. Nazis have spoken of
a race of warriors. The hour will strike when Fascism will collide with
an invincible race of revolutionary fighters.
(Printed in the A ,merican Mercury, January, 1934.)

The Collapse of Bou·r geois DeInocracy
After the war a series of brilliantly victorious revolutions occurred
in Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary and later in Spain. But it was
only in Russia that the proletariat took full power into its hands,
expropriated its exploiters, and knew how to create and maintain a
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Workers' State. Everywhere else the proletariat, despite its victory,
stopped halfway because of the mistakes of its leadership. As a result,
power slipped from its hands, shifted from Left to Right and fell prey
to Fascism. In a series of other countries power passed into the hands
of a military dictatorship. Nowhere were the parliaments capable of
reconciling class contradictions and assuring the peaceful development
of events. Confl.icts were solv~d arms in hand.
The French people for a long time thought that Fascism had nothing
whatever to do with them. They had a republic in which all questions
were dealt with by the sovereign people through the exercise of universal suffrage. But on February 6, 1934, several thousand Fascists
and Royalists, armed with revolvers, clubs and razors, imposed upon
the country the reactionary government of Doumergue, under whose
protection the Fascist bands continue to grow and arm themselves.
What does tomorrow hold?

"France Is Not Germany"
Of course in France, * as in certain other European countries (England, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, the Scandinavian countries) , there
still exist parliaments, elections, democratic liberties, or their remnants.
But in all these countries the class struggle is sharpening, just as it did
previously in Italy and Germany. Whoever consoles himself with the
phrase, «France is not Germany," is hopeless. In all countries the same
historic laws operate, the laws of capitalist decline. If the means of production remain in the hands of a small number of capitalists, there is no
way out for society. It is condemned to go from crisis to crisis, from need
to misery, from bad to worse. In the various countries the decrepitude
and disintegration of capitalism are expressed in diverse forms and at
unequal rhythms. But the basic features of the process are the same everywhere. The bourgeoisie is leading its society to complete bankruptcy. It is
capable of assuring the people neither bread nor peace. This is precisely
why it cannot any longer tolerate the democratic order. It is forced to
smash the workers by the use of physical violence. The discontent of the
workers and peasants,. however, cannot be brought to an end by the
police alone. Moreover, it is often impossible to make the army march
against the people. It begins by disintegrating and ends with the passage
of a large section of the soldiers over to the people's side. That is why
*This was written in 1934.
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finance capital is obliged to create special armed bands, trained to fight
the wDrkers just as certain breeds of dog are trained to hunt game. The
historic function of Fascism is to smash the working class, destroy its
organizations, and stifle political liberties when the capitalists find themselves unable to govern and dominate with the help of democratic
machinery.
The Fascists find their human material mainly in the petty bourgeoisie. The latter has been entirely ruined by big capital. There is no
way Dut for it in the present social ~rder, but it knows of nO' other. Its
dissatisfaction, indignation and despair are diverted by the Fascists away
from big capital and against the workers. It may be said that Fascism is
the act of placing the petty bourgeoisie at the dispDsal of its most bitter
enemies. In this way big capital ruins the middle classes and then with
the help of hired Fascist demagogues incites the despairing petty bourgeois against the worker. The bourgeois regime can be preserved only
by such murderous means as these. For how long? Until it is overthrDwn by proletarian revolution.
(From Whither France? by Leon Trotsky, November 9, 1934.)

The Perspective Ahead in the
United States
The backwardness of the United States working class is only a relative term. In many very important respects it is the most progressive
working class of the world; technically and in its standard of living.
We can look fDrward now to a change in the economic situation of
the United States-a very brusque change, and then when the war
comes, to the misery which will follow. Even now, under the progranl
of militarization, with millions upon millions thrown into the war
machine, the rapid lowering Df the standard of living for the working
class will produce a very rapid change of mind in the American workers.
The American workers are very combative-as we have seen during
the strikes. They have had the most rebellious strikes in the world. What
the American worker misses is a spirit of generalization, or analysis, of
his class position in society as a whole. This lack of social thinking has
its origin in the country's whole history.
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Now, the war will teach the American workers social thinking ...
About Fascism. In all the countries where fascism became victorious,
we had before the growth of fascism and its victory, a wave of radicalism of the masses; of the workers and the poorer peasants and farmers,
and of the petty bourgeois class. In Italy, after the war and before 1922,
we had a revolutionary wave of tremendous dimensions; the state was
paralyzed, the police did not exist, the trade unions could do anything
they wanted-but there was no party capable of taking the power. As a
reaction came Fascism.
In Germany the same. We had a revolutionary situation in 1918; the
bourgeois class did not even ask to participate in the power. The Social
Democrats paralyzed the revolution. Then the workers tried again in
1922-23-24. This was the time of the bankruptcy of the Communist
party-all of which we have gone into before. Then in 1929-30-31 the
German workers began again a new revolutionary wave. There was a
tremendous power in the Communists and in the trade unions, but then
came the famous policy (on the part of the Stalinist movement) of
Social Fascism, a policy invented to paralyze the working class. Only
after these three tremendous waves, did Fascism become a big movement. There are no exceptions to this rule-Fascism comes only when
the wO'rking class shows complete incapacity to take into its own hands
the fate O'f society.

Next Turn to the Left
In the United States you will have the same thing. Already there are
Fascist elements, and they have, of course, the examples of Italy and
Germany. They will, therefore, work in a more rapid tempo. But you
alsO' have the examples of other countries. The next historic wave in the
United States will be a wave of radicalism of the masses; not Fascism.
Of course the war can hinder the radicalization for some time but then
it will give to the radicalization a more tremendous tempo and swing.
We must not identify war dictatorship-the dictatorship of the military machine, of the staff, of finance capital-with a Fascist dictatorship.
For the latter there is first necessary a feeling of desperation of large
masses of the people. When the revolutionary parties betray them, when
the vanguard of workers shows its incapacity to lead the people to
victory-then the farmers, the small business men, the unemployed,
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the soldiers, etc., become capable of supporting a Fascist movement, but
only then.
A military dictatorship is purely a bureaucratic institution, reinforced
by the military machine and based upon the disorientation of the people
and their submission to it. After some time their feelings can change
and they can become rebellious against the dictatorship.
(From "Some Questions on American Problems" by Leon Trotsky,
Fourth International, October 1940.)

Build the Revolutionary Party!
In every discussion of political topics the question invariably arises:
Shall we succeed in creating a strong party for the moment when the
crisis comes? Might not Fascism anticipate us? Isn't a Fascist stage of
development inevitable? The successes of Fascism easily make people
lose all perspective, lead them to forget the actual conditions which
made the strengthening and the victory of Fascism possible. Yet a clear
understanding of these conditions is of especial importance to the
workers of the United States. WE MAY SET IT DOWN AS A
HISTORICAL LAW: FASCISM WAS ABLE TO CONQUER ONLY
IN THOSE COUNTRIES WHERE THE CONSERVATIVE LABOR
PARTIES PREVENTED THE PROLETARIAT FR'O M UTILIZING
THE REVOLUTIONARY SITUATION AND SEIZING POWER.
In Germany two revolutionary situations were involved: 1918-1919 and
1923-1924. Even in 1929 a direct struggle for power on the part of
the proletariat was still possible. In all these three cases the social
democracy and the Comintern [the Stalinists] criminally and viciously
disrupted the conquest of power and thereby placed society in an impasse. Only under these conditions and in this situation did the stormy
rise of Fascism and its gaining of power prove possible.

*

*

*

In so far as the proletariat proves incapable at a given stage of conquering power, imperialism begins regulating economic life with its
own methods; the Fascist party which becomes the state power is the
political mechanism. The productive forces are in irreconcilable contradiction not only with private property but also with national state
boundaries. Imperialism is the very expression of this contradiction.
Imperialist capitalism seeks to solve this contradiction through an
extension of boundaries, seizure of new territories, and so on. The
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totalitarian state, subjecting all aspects of economic, political and cultural life to finance capital, is the instrument for creating a supernationalist state, an imperialist empire, the rule over continents, the rule
over the whole world.
All these traits of Fascism we have analyzed each one by itself and
all of them in their totality to the extent that they became manifest or
came to the forefront.
Both theoretical analysis as well as the rich historical experience of
the last quarter of a century have demonstrated with equal force that
Fascism is each time the final link of a specific political cycle composed
of the following: the gravest crisis of capitalist society; the growth of
the radicalization of the working class; the growth of sympathy toward
the working class and a yearning for change on the part of the rural
and urban petty bourgeoisie; the extreme confusion of the big bourgeoisie; its cowardly and treacherous maneuvers aimed at avoiding the
revolutionary climax; the exhaustion of the proletariat, growing confusion and indifference; the aggravation of the social crisis; the despair
of the petty bourgeoisie, its yearning for change, the collective neurosis
of the petty bourgeoisie, its readiness to believe in miracles; its readiness
for violent measures; the growth of hostility towards the proletariat
which has deceived its expectations. These are the premises for a swift
formation of a Fascist party and its victory.

The Face of the Future
It is quite self-evident that the radicalization of the working class in
the United States has passed only through its initial phases, almost exclusively in the sphere of the trade union movement (the CIO). The
pre-war period, and then the war itself may temporarily interrupt this
process of radicalization, especially if a considerable number of workers
are absorbed into war industry. But this interruption of the process of
radicalization cannot be of a long duration. The second stage of radicalization will assume a more sharply expressive character. The problem
of forming an independent labor party will be put on the order of the
day. Our transitional demands will gain great popularity. On the other
hand, the Fascist, reactionary tendencies will withdraw to the background, assuming a defensive position, awaiting a more favorable
moment. This is the nearest perspective. No occupation is more completely unworthy than that of speculating whether or no we shall suc46

ceed in creating a powerful revolutionary leader-party. Ahead lies a
favorable perspective, providing all the justification for revolutionary
activism. It is necessary to utilize the opportunities which are opening
up and to build the revolutionary party.
(From Leon Trotsky's "Last Article," published in Fourth International, October 1940.)
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